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Rising Tide Activists Occupy Export Credits 
Guarantee Department Offices to Protest 
Baku-Ceyhan Pipeline 

Submitted on Wed, 10/11/2004 - 12:10 
Rising Tide Activists Occupy Export Credits Guarantee 
Department Offices to Protest Baku-Ceyhan Pipeline; 
Attempt at Participatory Democracy Fails 

Activists protesting against 
the activities of the UK 
Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (ECGD), in 
particular its likely support 
for the much-criticised 
Baku-Ceyhan (BTC) oil 
pipeline, today occupied 
the ECGD’s offices for 
much of the morning. 

At least five members of 
London Rising Tide 
[i]hosue.org. barricaded 
themselves into the 
boardroom and, in the 
spirit of participatory 
democracy, attempted to 
open a constructive 
dialogue with ECGD staff 
over the Baku-Ceyhan 
project. Sadly, their 
overtures were rebuffed, 
and a unique opportunity 
to explain how this 
massively contentious 
project is in the public 
interest was lost. 




















In recent years the Export 
Credits Guarantee 
Department has come 
under increasing fire for 
using public money to 
subsidise the arms trade 
[2], for supporting projects 
enmeshed in gross 
corruption [3] and for 
failing to carry out 
sufficient research into the 
benefits of the projects it 
supports for local people. 
“The ECGD is now the 
single largest source of 
taxpayer subsidy for big 
multinationals seeking to 
offload onto the public the 
risks of their unwanted 
and exploitative projects in 
the South. Yet nobody 
knows who they are,” said 
Jo Hamilton of Rising 
Tide. “This could have 
been the chance for the 
ECGD to tell an interested 
section of the public why 
they should get over £750 
million a year in taxpayers’ 
money, and frankly we’re 
baffled as to why they 
didn’t take it.” 

Despite repeated requests 
from the activists, no-one 
with any knowledge of the 
Baku-Ceyhan project came 
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to talk to them. This was especially unexpected given the 
ever-increasing controversy surrounding BTC. 

A consortium of oil giants led by the UK’s BP are the 
sponsors of the Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline, which is 
intended to take Caspian oil from Baku in Azerbaijan 
through Georgia and the Kurdish regions of eastern Turkey 
to American markets. BP is currently in the middle of 
applying for almost $2.5 billion in public funds to complete 
the project, primarily from the World Bank and European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. [4] 

The project has been dogged with allegations of widespread 
human rights abuses, inadequate compensation and 
consultation of locally affected people and regional 
destabilisation and militarization. In particular, activists 
are concerned about the legal agreements for the pipeline, 
the Host Government Agreements (HGAs), which override 
all local environmental and social laws for the next half 
century and effectively make BP the sovereign power along 
the pipeline route. 

“We were hoping the ECGD could explain to us exactly how 
the HGAs, especially clauses like the ones which allow 
paramilitary forces with long records of murder and torture 
to take almost any measures to protect the pipeline and 
force affected people to go to an industrial tribunal in 
Geneva under UK law to get their basic rights, fit into its 
commitments to go ‘Beyond Business Principles’ and 
respect human rights, “ said Mark Brown of Rising Tide. 
“It’s a shame, if not a surprise, that they chose not to do 
that.” 

Photos of the event will shortly be available on Indymedia. 

[1] To find out more, about Rising Tide’s work against the 
Baku-Ceyhan project, visit www.burningplanet.net 
[http://www.burningplanet.net] or contact 


london@risingtide.org.uk. 

[2] Almost 50% of the ECGD’s backing goes on arms deals, 
yet the arms industry, above and beyond its horrific human 
costs, generates only 3% of the UK’s gross exports. 

[3] See the recent report by Sue Hawley, “Turning a Blind 
Eye: Corruption and the UK Export Credits Guarantee 
Department”, June 2003, available at 
www.thecornerhouse.org.uk 
[http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk] . 

[4] The 120 day public disclosure period for criticism of the 
project lasts from June to October, giving another 6 weeks 
for concerned parties to raise objections with the World 
Bank and the EBRD. 

Leaflet text [#leaflet] 

Links to corner house studies of the role of the uk's export 
guarantee department, inc arms trade, The case against 
ECGD underwriting of arms sales. The ECGD's support for 
defence-related exports has lost money every year for the 
past 12 years.... The case against ECGD underwriting of 
arms sales.... 

http: //www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/ document 
/subsidy .html - 10k 

The case for removing arms from the ECGD's portfolio 

The Export Credits Guarantee Department (ECGD) and 
other Export Credit Agencies (ECAs) should end support 
for military goods. The Corner House.... 
http: / / www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/document 
/armsecgd.html - 11k 

Export Credits: What is the public policy aim? 

The UK government's Export Credits Guarantees 
Department (ECGD) supports British exporters. Using 
public money to support private ... 


http: / / www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/ document 
/aimecgd.html - 14k 

Recommendations for the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (... 

... Recommendations for the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (ECGD) on Debt and Export Credits.... 3. 
ECGD Annual Report and Resource Accounts 2000/01.... 
http: //www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/ document 
/debtecgd.html - 15k 

Recommendations from Friends of the Earth to the ECGD 
regarding... 

... Recommendations from Friends of the Earth to the 
ECGD regarding Sustainable Energy and Climate Change. 
... 2. Why should ECGD support sustainable energy? ... 
http: //www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/ document 
/climate.html -11 

Corner House Document 

... UK Export Credits Guarantee Department (ECGD) 
Minimum Conditions For Reform.... The Urgent Need for 
Reform. Reform of the ECGD is long overdue.... 
http: //www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/ document 
/ecgdmemo.html - 18k 

Corner House Document 

... the controversial Ilisu Dam in Turkey, which the UK 
government is provisionally supporting through its Export 
Credit Guarantee Department (ECGD), have obtained ... 
http: / / www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/document 
/ilisurap.html - 37k 

The Corner House - Documents 
... Recommendations for the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (ECGD) on Debt and Export Credits.... The 
ECGD and the Human Rights Act.... 


http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/document/ - yyk 

The ECGD and the Human Rights Act 
Since October 2000, the UK Export Credits Guarantees 
Department (ECGD) has been bound by the UK Human 
Rights Act.... The ECGD and the Human Rights Act.... 
http: / / www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/document 
/hraecgd.html - 20k 

Summary 

... This report focuses on the UK's Export Credits 
Guarantee Department 

(ECGD). Its assessment of nine ECGD-backed projects 
reveals... 

http: //www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/ document/ 
summary/correcgd.html - 6k - pages 


What’s wrong with the Export Credits Guarantee Dept? 

(And why shouldn’t it back BP’s Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan [BTC] pipeline?) 

Exporting Corruption, Guaranteeing Destruction: so what is the ECGD? 

The ECGD is a shadowy, taxpayer-backed government agency which gives 
financial guarantees (c£760m per year) to UK companies operating abroad. 
Arms companies supply up to 50% of its business, and are also heavily 
subsidised. It is now the single largest source of taxpayer support for private 
sector companies seeking to offload on to the public the financial risks of their 
business projects in the South and Eastern Europe. Ultimately, it is the poorest 
in these countries who end up paying the bill. ECGD-backed projects - from 
arms and oil pipelines to dams and polluting power stations - are 
environmentally destructive, socially oppressive and often financially unviable. 

Burning Planet: BP’s Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline 

BP is seeking ECGD and public banks’ backing for a huge new oil pipeline from 
its Caspian Sea oilfields, through Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey, to the 
Mediterranean. The BTC pipeline, likely to be guarded by the US military, would 
carry 1 million barrels of oil every day. It would cause serious human rights 
abuses, could spark or reignite regional wars, would rob local people of their 


land and livelihoods, and would deliver yet more oil to already saturated Western 
markets, further contributing to climate chaos. The pipeline legal agreements 
make BP the effective governing power over a strip of land 1,750 miles long, 
overriding all environmental, social, human rights or other laws, present and 
future, for the next 40 years. BTC fails spectacularly the ECGD’s own social, 
environmental and human rights guidelines. 

Who are we and why are we here? 

This protest is being carried out by London Rising Tide and friends, and is part 
of a wider campaign to stop BTC, as well as a chance to point a much-needed 
spotlight at the dodgy activities of the ECGD in general. We’re here today to 
disrupt the ECGD, as well as to say “let’s scrap the BTC pipeline, dismantle the 
ECGD and build a global community based on justice, peace and a real (not 
lipserviced) respect for the environment’. Not much to ask, eh? 

3 things you can do: 

1. ) Let the ECGD know what you think: mbrown@ecgd.gov.uk 
[mailto:mbrown@ecgd.gov.uk] or help@ecgd.gov.uk 
[mailto:help@ecgd.gov.uk%20] 

PO Box 2200, 2 Exchange Tower, Harbour Exchange Square, London El4 9GS 
Phone: 020 7512 7000; Fax: 020 7512 7649 

2. ) Get involved in the campaign to stop the BTC pipeline: 

London Rising Tide: london@risingtide.org.ukwww.burningplanet.net 
[http://www.burningplanet.net%20] 

Rising Tide UK: www.risingtide.org.uk 

Baku Ceyhan Campaign: www.baku.org.uk [http://www.baku.org.uk%20] 

See also: www.earthfirst.org.uk/manchester/baku/ [http://www.earthfirst.org.uk 
/manchester/baku/] & www.thecornerhouse.org.uk 
[http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk] 

3. ) Get yourself down to the protests to shut down the DSEi arms fair at the 
Excel Centre from September 8-11th: www.dsei.org [http://www.dsei.org%20] 


Community: 

London International 

Tags: 

Action: Confronting the fossil fuel economy 


Call for European days of action against the 
oil industry and for a fossil fuel-free future 

Submitted on Wed, 10/11/2004 - 06:14 


When: to coincide with the European Social 
Forum and related grassroots events in London, 14-17 
October 2004 


Oil fuels the engine of economic growth. When that oil is 
burnt, it becomes the CO2 that is screwing up the weather 
as well as the lives of the world's (poorest) people. We live 
in a system that values profit above all else, and this insane 
outlook is undermining the long-term stability of our 
planet. 


In recent years, millions have marched in opposition to a 
war that was motivated in part by a western need to secure 
Middle Eastern oil supplies. Meanwhile, the deeply flawed 
Kyoto business deal on climate change has been 
proclaimed by European politicians and many large green 
groups as a good thing, sabotaged only by the cynical 
manoeuvrings of an oily US President. 


But this is a myth that has to be exposed. As well as being 
time to reject capitalism's wars for oil and its climate 
change, it's also time to understand and reject its so-called 
solution to the problem. That 'solution', as outlined in the 
Kyoto Protocol, involves turning the atmosphere into a 
giant commodity to be bought and sold like barrels of oil by 
traders, governments and corporations, further deepening 


the world's already gaping imbalances of power and not 
even effectively reducing CO2 emissions into the bargain. 
(www.tni.org/ctw/ [http://www.tni.org/ctw/]) 


Let's get rid of these double-dealing hypocrite politicians, 
and get rid of energy corporations 
of all kinds, whether they deny climate change in public, 
(ExxonMobil), or spend millions on public relations to 
manufacture a thoughtful, friendly public face (Agip, BP, 
Repsol,Royal Dutch/Shell). They're all wading knee deep in 
the blood of countless living beings, in the way they steal 
the blood of the earth from those that live on it, and in the 
way they profit from climate chaos, which will swoop down 
hardest on the world's poorest. 


The October action days are a time for people who see 
climate change as a symptom of this screwed up system 
also known as capitalism to draw strength from a 
widespread show of simultaneous unity-in-diversity. You 
could be explaining the realities of climate chaos to a 
roomful of schoolkids, you could be running a low-energy 
local cafe, you could be finding a better use for a petrol 
station or you could be playing with the traffic: whatever 
you plan, and whatever you achieve, we'd like to hear from 
you. 


As the ESF and loads of other more horizontal, less party 
political events take place in London, 
here's a chance to kickstart a Europe-wide network of 
resistance to the fundamentally flawed and failed fossil fuel 
experiment. This as-yet unnamed network would embrace 
the principle of 


'climate justice', ie. that climate change is as much an issue 
of social justice as of the environment. That means it is a 
problem caused by and profited from by the world's elites, 
with its effects felt most powerfully by those with the least 
power and wealth. 


We hope that this call-out might also trigger more of a 
debate about ways to cross-fertilise campaigns on issues 
like racism, gender, class and borders with campaigns 
against the oil 
industry and climate chaos. 


Time is a commodity that has very nearly run out - unlike 
oil, all of which we absolutely must not burn. 


Leave the oil in the ground. Let our communities own and 
run their own renewable energy supplies. Dismantle 
capitalism and Big Oil, in October 2004 and everyday in 
various diverse ways. Spread hope. 


It's always been the case, but never more so than today: the 
time to act is now. 


Contact:london@risingtide.org.uk 
Tel: 07708 794665 

c/o 62 Fieldgate Street, London El lES 


CARNIVAL AND KRITICAL MASS TOUR 
OF THE G8 ? s TOP CLIMATE CRIMINALS 

Submitted on Wed, 10/11/2004 - 06:14 
**********p j*0gg r e 1 e a s e******** 

CARNIVAL AND KRITICAL MASS TOUR OF THE G8's 
TOP CLIMATE CRIMINALS 

Dress code: London underwater 2050, (rubber rings, fish, 
mermaids/mermen, etc. Some snorkels provided!) 
Details:london@risingtide.org.ukTel: 07708 794665 

As part of the many grassroots events sprouting up all 
around the European Social Forum in London, London 
Rising Tide has (dis)organised this very public exposure of 
some of the forces that are sending our planet tumbling 
into climate chaos. 

This event is timed as part of the build-up of widespread, 
positive, creative resistance to the G8 meeting in Scotland 
next year. Samba band Rhythms of Resistance will be 
there, as will a renewably-powered cycle sound system, not 
to mention loads of Londoners and visitors to the city 
taking a break from the ESF. 

A shortlist of G8 climate criminals has been drawn up, and 
one representing each G8 country will be visited and 
(un)ceremonially declared unwelcome in any vision of a 
socially just, fossil fuel-free future. Possible recipients 
include oil & gas companies, government embassies, car 
companies, airlines, arms manufacturers & the nuclear 
industry. 

(NB: this event is for pedestrians and people on 
unmotorised wheels) 

Meet NFT, underwaterloo Bridge, South Bank 
Midday Friday 15th October, ending with a (London) 


Rising Tide of resistance to climate chaos at 3.30pm at the 
Edith Cavell statue opposite the entrance to the BP- 
sponsored National 
Portrait Gallery, Charing Cross Road. 

The people need the G8 like a fish needs a bicycle! 

email:london@risingtide.org.uk(write if you want a poster 
or postcard advertising the action) 

Tel: 07708 794665 

www.londonrisingtide.org.uk 

c/o 62 Fieldgate Street, London El lES 

See also www.altspaces.net [http://www.altspaces.net] 
www.risingtide.org.uk 

www.dissent.org.uk [http://www.dissent.org.uk] 
www.agp.org [http://www.agp.org] (Peoples' Global 
Action) 

Tags: 

Action: Confronting the fossil fuel economy 


Roads and Airports Gathering, 19th - 21st 
November 2004 

Submitted on Wed, 10/11/2004 - 01:04 

More traffic growth? More roads? 

Airport Expansion? You must be 
CHOKING! It's time to take ACTION! 

Labout are backsliding on the victories 
of the 1990's roads protests, and many 
road schemes, dropped in the 1990s, 
are back on the road builders' agenda. 

Meanwhile the Government is also 
proposing large-scale airport expansion... and all in the 
same breath as talking about tackling climate change. 







This backslide CAN and WILL be stopped by PEOPLE 
POWER. 

We need to ORGANISE NOW! 

Gathering at the Sumac Centre, 245 Gladstone Street, 
Nottingham, NG7 

o come to discuss ideas for action and strategy 
o get an idea of the threat and what is planned where 
o network with other campaigners, build alliances 

Agenda: 

o 19th November 2004, from 6pm: Introduction 
o 20th: Roads discussion & action planning day 
o 21st: Airports discussion & action planning day 
o 21st from 3pm: Feedback session for both days 

It is essential to book so that we have an idea of numbers 
for catering and accommodation purposes. Basic crash 
space accommodation and vegan food will be available. 

Please call 0845 345 1998 or email 
gathering@roadalert.org.uk 

[mailto:gathering@roadalert.org.uk] to book a place or see 
www.roadalert.org.uk [http://www.roadalert.org.uk] 

Please network this event! Thanks. 

download a flier to print out and pass on... [/files 
/ Rn R_flyer_v2 .gif] 

Background info: 

o new road development report from transport 2000 
o more new road info from Road Alert! 
[http://www.roadalert.org.uk] 


o Airport Expansion Latest from the Pledge Against 
Airport Expansion 
[http://www.airportpledge.org.uk] 

Community: 

International 

Tags: 

Action: Confronting the fossil fuel economy Climate Change Image 

Attachments: 

H RnR_flyer_v2.gif [https://risingtide.org.uk/files 
/ Rn R_flyer_v2 .gif] 

New Road Info 

Submitted on Wed, 10/11/2004 - 00:57 
The government is backtracking on the victories of the 
1990s anti-road building campaigns... it wants to build 
more roads, expand existing roads, and also build new 
runways and terminals at airports across the UK. At the 
same time, Labour claims to be serious about tackling 
climate change. 


Below is a review of some of the road building which may 
follow from the Multi- Modal Studies/ Road-Based Studies, 
prepared by Denise Carlo at Transport 2000 
[http://www.transp0rt2000.0rg.uk/] . 


For more information on road building plans, see 
www.roadalert.org.uk [http://www.roadalert.org.uk] 


For more information on airports, see 
www.airportpledge.org.uk 


[http://www.airportpledge.org.uk] 


There are now 35 multi modal/roads based studies. The 
Highways Agency(HA) is working on the figure of 160 new 
schemes entering the Targeted Programme of 
Improvements over the next 3 years (on top of current 60 
schemes in TPI - Targeted Programme of Improvements). 
HA must be assuming that virtually all the road schemes 
identified by the studies will be approved. If the studies 
produce an average of 4 road schemes each, we are looking 
at 140 schemes from the MMS/RBS. Originally, 38 
schemes were remitted to the studies by the Trunk Roads 
Review. However, the studies have resurrected a large 
number of historic schemes. 


Transport 2000 published a report on multi modal/roads 
based studies (Bringing Los Angeles to Middle England - 
see attached above) in February. At that stage, the position 
on the completed studies was: 


1. Hastings - western and eastern bypasses rejected. A21 
dualling between Tonbridge and Pembury to be taken 
forward. 

2. SE Manchester - Gov approved 4 road schemes, to be 
taken forward by local authorities through Local 
Transport Plans. 


3. A3 Hindhead - added to TPI 





4- Cambridge - Huntingdon - Gov approved widening of 
A14 in Cambs to dual 3, with new off-line dual-3 
route south of Godmanchester, Huntingdon and 
Brampton. Proposals are being worked up for entry 
into TPI. 


Since Feb, the key developments have been: 


1. Additions to the Targeted Programme of 
Improvements 

i. Upgrading of Ai Bramham to Barton in N. 
Yorks to 3-lane motorway - 3 schemes added = 
47 kilometres (£263 million) (Ai Bramham to 
Barton roads based study) - Bramham to 
Wetherby; Dishforth to Leeming; Leeming to 
Barton 

This is in addition to the two Ai schemes 
already in the TPI (Ferrybridge to Hook Moor 
and Wetherby to Walshford). The upgrading 
will result in 60 miles of new 3 lane motorway 
at a cost of £520 million. 

ii. 3 Schemes on the A66 (A66 Safety Study - a 
roads based study) A66 Temple Sowerby A66 
Greta Bank to Stephen Bank A66 Carkin Moor 
to Scotch Corner 

In addition, the Government announced its 
decision to dual the A66 throughout its length 
between Scotch Corner and Penrith. Proposals 
will be worked up for entry into the TPI. The 



Government has announced full dualling before 
any lines on the ground have even been 
identified. 

9 months ago the consultants (managed by the 
Highways Agency) costed end to end dualling at 
£66 million, but last week the Gov announced 
that upgrading would cost £i4im. 

iii. A419 Blunsdon Bypass near Swindon (Blunsdon 
Safety roads based study) Blunsdon bypass 

iv. A5117/A550 Deeside Park Junctions 
Improvements (roads based study). 

v. Norwich to Great Yarmouth (roads based study) 
A47 Blofield to North Burlingham dualling. 

In addition, the Highways Agency will 
investigate widening/dualling of the A47 Acle 
Straight across the Halvergate Marshes at the 
heart of the Broads national park. 


Completed Studies - yet to be decided by either the 
Regional Planning Bodies or where the RPBs have 
made a recommendation, decided by the Minister 

i. London to South West and South Wales (multi 
modal study) Consultants recommended 
dualling of the A303/A30, but with a dog leg via 
the A358 to avoid the Blackdown Hills AONB. 
However, the SW Regional Assembly voted in 
favour of dualling of A303 through the 
Blackdown Hills and has recommended to the 
Minister accordingly. 


ii. West Midlands Area Recommends £1 billion of 



roads, including: - widening of M42 to 12 lanes 
between Jns 3a and 7 - western bypasses of 
Wolverhampton and Stourbridge to Dual 2 

Without consulting stakeholders, the Regional 
Planning Body incorporated the 
recommendations into Draft Regional Planning 
Guidance for West Midlands. This was subject 
of a recent public examination. Panel will make 
its report to the Minister. 

iii. West Midlands to North West Conurbation 
Recommended: widening 50 miles of M6 to 8 
lanes between Jns 11 and 20. Ditto WM RPG 
position above. In NW - don't know what has 
been decided by regional planning body. 

iv. Mi North - South Movements (multi modal 
study) Schemes recommended in Final Report 
include: - widening for whole length of Ml 
within study area between junctions 21 and 30; 
- consideration of a new river crossing of the 
River Trent in Nottingham 

v. Ai North of Newcastle Study recommends; - 
dualling of the Ai Morpeth to Felton and 
dualling of Ai Adderstone - Belford and West 
Mains - Haggerston 

vi. Hull East-West Corridor MMS Recommended 
plan includes the on-line scheme to improve 
Castle Street (£44 m). This is based upon the 
original Castle Street scheme shelved in late 
1990s 

vii. A5/A483 Shrewsbury to Chester Recommends: 
dualling A5 between Ruabon and Shrewsbury 
(£8 5 m) 



viii. Central Scotland Transport Corridor Studies 
(separate from MMS in England) Final Report 
recommends M8o improvements - £190 million 


3. Studies on the verge of Completion 

i. A453 - Mi study (multi modal study) Final 
Strategy recommends dualling of the A453 
between Ml and Clifton and widening of A453 
through Clifton to Nottingham Ring Road to a 4 
lane single carriageway. 

ii. South Coast Corridor (multi modal study) Final 
Strategy report to be published on 9 Sept. Draft 
Executive Summary recommends: - removal of 
bottlenecks on A27 between Havant and 
Polegate such as at Chichester, Arundel, 
Worthing, and East of Lewes. 

improvements between Bexhill and Hastings. 
The Hastings Strategy Development Plan (July 
2002) (one of 9 produced by S0C0MMS), 
recommends the Bexhill Link Road which 
would skirt the Combe Haven SSSI. 

iii. London Orbit (M25) Provisional strategy 
recommends a package of measures: traffic 
management/soft measures/pub transport 
imps. Any widening is recommended only in 
conjunction with some form of demand 
management - area-wide road user charging is 
preferred. Recommends investigation of a 
Lower Thames Crossing. 

iv. South and West Yorkshire Motorway Box Final 
Strategy report is due for pub in Sept. We 
understand that the consultants could be 



proposing widening of the Ml and M62 to dual 
4 in certain locations, but subject to the 
introduction of demand management measures 
at some stage in order to discourage induced 
traffic, (ie Orbit approach) 

v. London to South Midlands (multi modal study) 
Draft Strategy road proposals include: - Ml 
widening to dual 4 lanes from junctions 6a to 
13/14 - A505 Dunstable and Luton northern 
bypass with new Jn 11a on Ml - A421/A428 
upgrading to dual 2 lane throughout between 
Mi Jni3 and Cambridge - A14 upgrading 
between Ml Jni9 and Cambridge - Mil 
widening to dual 3 between Jns 8-9 

vi. Mi Junction 19 (roads based study) Proposes 
re-building J19 to make it 4 level, with a new 
flyover between M6 & A14 at cost of £yom plus. 

vii. London to Ipswich Draft strategy recommends 
further widening of A12. 

viii. M40/A46 Longbridge Roundabout A46 tunnel, 
plus Warwick - Wellesbourne and Warwick to 
M40 imps 


4. Studies with some way to go 

o Tyneside - M60 Jns 12 -18 
o West to East Midlands 
o London to Reading 
o A38 Derby junctions 


o Norwich to Peterborough 



o A52 Nottingham to Bingham 
o A34 N. from Southampton - yet to start 
o A36/A46/A350 corridors 

5. New Studies Added 

i. i) A556 between M6 and M56 

ii. ii) Tees Valley Study (A66 Darlington) 


Community: 

Hastings 


Climate change: Hot air, fake science and 
genetically modified trees 

Submitted on Tue, 09/11/2004 - 22:30 

Climate change: Hot air, fake science and genetically 

modified trees 

International Inaction (Critiques of the COP international 
climate negotiations, 2001-2003) 

Critical Analysis of the 'COP 9' UN Climate Negotiations, 
By Chris Lang 

Published in WRM Bulletin 80, March 2003 
www.wrm.org.uy [http://www.wrm.org.uy/] 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) has been in force since 21 March 1994. 
For a decade, international climate change negotiators 
have filled meeting rooms with hot air. Meanwhile, 
greenhouse gas emissions have increased by 11 per cent, 


according to World Resources Institute. 

Yet when more than 5,000 participants descended on 
Milan for the ninth Conference of the Parties to the 
UNFCCC (COP-9) in December 2003, reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions was not on the agenda. 

Instead, as Larry Lohmann of The Comer House, a UK- 
based solidarity and research group, explains, the meeting 
"formulated rules for capturing new subsidies for industrial 
forestry projects that will accelerate global warming, 
disempower activists trying to tackle it, promote 
genetically-modified monoculture tree plantations, reduce 
biodiversity and violate local people's rights to land and 
forests worldwide." 

One of the decisions reached in Milan allows the North to 
establish plantations in the South under the Kyoto 
Protocol's "Clean Development Mechanism". These carbon 
dumps are supposed to absorb carbon dioxide and to store 
carbon. 

The COP-9 decision on carbon dumps will allow 
corporations to sell "carbon credits" based on the amount 
of carbon supposedly absorbed by large-scale industrial 
monoculture tree plantations, including those using 
genetically modified trees. The decision allows 
corporations to take over huge tracts of land in the South 
and to continue polluting. 

COP-9 also accepted what is perhaps the biggest scientific 
fraud the world has ever seen. In the international climate 
change negotiations, one ton of carbon released by burning 
coal or oil is considered to be the same as one ton of carbon 
contained in a tree plantation. From the point of view of 
the impact on the climate, however, these are two different 
types of carbon which cannot be added to, or subtracted 



from, each other. 


Carbon stored in the form of fossil fuel under the earth is 
stable and unless corporations dig it out and burn it, it will 
not enter the atmosphere. Tree plantations, on the other 
hand, can catch fire, they can be destroyed by pests, they 
might be logged or local communities might try to reclaim 
the land they lost to the plantations by cutting down the 
trees. 

Allowing genetically modified (GM) trees to be used as 
carbon dumps only makes a bad situation worse. 

Before the Milan meetings, Norway and Switzerland had 
argued publicly against allowing the use of GM trees under 
the Kyoto Protocol. During COP-9 any opposition to GM 
trees withered away. Kyoto rules now state that countries 
on the receiving end of GM tree carbon dumps should 
"evaluate, in accordance with their national laws, potential 
risks associated with the use of genetically modified 
organisms by afforestation and reforestation project 
activities". 

Northern governments and corporations, according to this 
statement, have no obligation to evaluate the risks involved 
in the GM tree projects they impose on the South. 

Even the mention of the word "risks" during the Kyoto 
negotiations in Milan was too much for the US chief 
climate negotiator, Harlan Watson. "We felt particularly 
that this singling out of GMOs was inappropriate in this 
context," Watson told Agence France-Presse. 

In an official submission issued at the end of COP-9, the US 
government stated: "Genetically modified organisms do not 
present unique risks that would warrant specific mention 
in the preamble to a decision on Clean Development 
Mechanism activities." 



Many communities in the South have seen the impacts of 
fast-growing tree plantations. In South Africa, Brazil, 
Thailand and India (to give a few examples) communities 
have seen their common lands, grasslands and forests 
converted to monoculture tree plantations. Because of the 
huge water needs of these plantations, streams have dried 
up and fields near plantations have become too dry to grow 
crops. 

In 1993, Japanese car manufacturer Toyota started field 
trials to test trees which had been genetically modified to 
absorb more carbon. While carbon absorption increased, 
Toyota's scientists also noted a dramatic increase in water 
consumption. 

Trees genetically modified to grow without seeds, flowers, 
pollen or fruits will grow faster. The prospect of silent, 
sterile monocultures might look good from the corporate 
perspective, but it would be disastrous for insects, birds, 
wildlife and people living near the plantations. 

GM trees that do produce pollen could cross with native 
trees, irrevocably changing forest ecosystems. Trees can 
take up to 100 years to mature, making it impossible to 
know the long-term risks. Dead leaves, branches, roots and 
trees rot, mixing with the soil and adding to the risks. 

Earlier this year, a coalition of the People's Biosafety 
Association, the Union of Ecoforestry and Friends of the 
Earth Finland, launched a petition against GM trees which 
will be presented to the UN Forum on Forests in 
Geneva in May 2004. 

The coalition, called People's Forest Forum, states: "The 
course taken in Milan was a wrong one. We do not need 
plantations of genetically modified tree clones on our 
planet. Plans like this are in direct contradiction to the 



terms of the Rio Convention on Biodiversity. We hope that 
as the UN Forest Forum assembles in Geneva next May, it 
will recognize this discrepancy and ban the introduction of 
genetically modified trees." 

Sign the petition to ban GE trees at http://elonmerkki.net 
/dyn/appeal 

News & Critical Analysis from past UN Climate 
Negotiations... 

o COP 7, Marrakech - our future is compromised again 
[/content/marrakech-cop7-our-future-compromised- 
again] 

o A week of protest [/content/protests-during-cop-7- 
climate-conference-marrakech] 
o A personal perspective of protests in Bonn [/content 
/personal-perspective-protests-bonn] 
o Why the Kyoto protocol is pants [/content/why- 
kyoto-protocol-pants] 

o Summary of the Bonn climate change agreement 
[/content/summary-climate-change-agreement- 
cop65-bonn-i6th-23rd-july] 
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Marrakech COP7: Our future is 
compromised again 

Submitted on Tue, 09/11/2004 - 22:22 


The Seventh Conference of Parties intergovernmental 
climate conference in Marrakech continued in the well 


established pattern of further weakening the feeble Kyoto 
Protocol and increasing its vast loopholes. The event was 
marked by protests around the world. 


Report back 

A report on Marrakech- what happened, what didn>t 
happen, what it means for climate change 
More [/content/was-it-fair-cop-marrakech] 


Statements by Moroccan groups 

There are two statements- one, a consensus position of 42 
Moroccan non-government organisations, the second a 
statement by ATTAC, a local campaign group. 

More [/content/statement-42-moroccan-non- 
governmental-organisations] 


Action 

There weren>t many protests in Marrakech (hardly 
surprising in Morocco), but the COP7 meeting was marked 
by protests around the world. A short summary of some of 
them. 

More [/content/protests-during-cop-7-climate-conference- 
marrakech] 

For more information on climate protests go to 
http://climate.indymedia.org 

Reports from previous climate conferences 
Marrakech was just three months after the COP 6.5 
intercessional meeting in Bonn which finally reached a 
disastrously weak and compromised agreement, hailed by 
the participants as a major breakthrough. Critiques of this 
meeting provide the background for understanding 


Marrakech. 


o COP 7, Marrakech - our future is compromised again 
[content/marrakech-cop7-our-future-compromised- 
again] 

o A week of protest [content/protests-during-cop-7- 
climate-conference-marrakech] 
o A personal perspective of protests in Bonn 
[content/personal-perspective-protests-bonn] 
o Why the Kyoto protocol is pants [content/why-kyoto- 
protocol-pants] 

o Summary of the Bonn climate change agreement 
[content/summary-climate-change-agreement- 
cop65-bonn-i6th-23rd-july] 
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BP Annual General Meeting 

TAKE ACTION with London Rising Tide... 

Thursday 15 April 2004, 'Oil Festival Hall', London, 
ioam-3pm 

Nearest Tubes: Waterloo or Embankment 

Timetable for the day here... [/content/bp-annual-general- 
meeting-timetable] 

Last year, London Rising Tide 'celebrated' BP's Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) by holding a Carnival Against Oil 
Wars and Climate Chaos [/content/carnival-against-oil- 
wars-and-climate-chaos-celebratory-siege-bp%E2%8o 
%99s-oil-festival-hall] and alternative AGM outside. 
Several concerned members of the public also entered the 
meeting in order to make absolutely sure their concerns 
hadn't been swamped by the mile high tide of greenwash 
that had engulfed the Oil Festival Hall (OFH) for the day. 

12 months have now passed, and what have we seen? BP, 
Shell and all the other oil majors have profited handsomely 


from a destructive, deceit-ridden war; BP's Baku-Ceyhan 
pipeline is under construction and has become an 
embarrassment that proves the company's green and 
socially responsible rhetoric to be nothing but top dollar 
public relations; and BP boss Lord Browne's salary soared 
to the just under £sm mark, just as his company's North 
Sea and other oilworkers saw their personal safety, union 
rights and wages increasingly in tatters. 

Meanwhile, London Rising Tide (LRT), like a particularly 
infuriating flea on the back of a deceptively benign 
hellhound, has been present at pretty much every event 
where BP has shown its face. We've disrupted 
presentations by its boss and chairman, we've brought 
Caspian carve-up conferences to a standstill, we've visited 
Tate Britain, National Portrait Gallery, Natural History 
Museum, British Museum and Royal Opera House (all BP- 
sponsored), and we've shamed charities like Save the 
Children and WWF for their willingness to collaborate with 
the company on specific projects. We've taken our message 

- ie. the need to take creative grassroots action on the 
causes of climate chaos and build movements for radical 
social change - out to clubs, festivals, fairs and meetings. 
Lastly, we've started working with the rest of the Rising 
Tide network and other friends to build a 'No New Oil' 
coalition. 

BP's AGM falls this year on Thursday April 15th, again at 
the OFH (aka Royal Festival Hall, on London's South 
Bank). London Rising Tide will be taking action as well, 
partly against BP, but also as part of its ongoing campaign 
to persuade the OFH, sometimes known as the People's 
Palace, not to shut its doors to the public for the day in 
exchange for BP's hefty fee, and to protect its reputation by 
cancelling next year's BP booking. LRT invites you to get 
involved with its preparations, or to come along on the day 

- get in touch for more details. And don't forget to spread 



the word far and wide. 


While we're at it, the winner(s) of this year's BP-sponsored 
National Portrait Award will be announced on June 21st, so 
to coincide with that, LRT and friends are setting up Fossil 
Fuel Free events to run alongside it. Our events will invite 
contributions of artworks with a political, social and/or 
ecological perspective, revealing the true impact of BP and 
the rest of the oil industry. They'll also discuss and display 
positive, community-owned and run solutions to our 
energy needs. Let us know if you'd like more info on that, 
or if you'd like to help out in any way; (help with web 
design is particularly needed.) 

Thanks for reading, and keep on doing what you can for 
peace, justice, the environment and the long-term survival 
of our planet. 

For further info contact: 

London Rising Tide 
london @risingtide. org. uk 
62 Fieldgate Street, London El lES 
www.burningplanet.net [http://www.burningplanet.net] 
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Oil on the Warpath programme 

Submitted on Tue, 09/11/2004 - 12:11 

Oil on the Warpath 
challenging the oil empire 

Saturday 27 March 2004 ioam-6pm 
Friends Meeting House, James St, Sheffield 


Programme 


When 

What 

Morning Session 

Who 

10.10 — 

Introduction 

Jan, Sheffield Stop the War coalition 

10.20 


[http://www.sheffieldagainstwar.org.u 

10.20- 

10.30 

Overview of the day 

Jo Hamilton, Rising Tide 

10.30- 

Overview of worldwide oil 

Ian Rutledge, Independent Energy 

11.00 

expansion 

Consultant/ Sheffield Univ 

[http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/] 

11.00- 

After the military war the 

James Marriott, Platform 

11.30 

economic war - BP and Shell 

in Iraq 

[http://www.platformlondon.org/oil.htr 

11.30- 

11.45 

11.45 — 

12.00 

Questions & Discussion 

BREAK 


12.00- 

Climate Change - overview 

Mark Lynas 

12.20 

and political process: why 

[http://www.marklynas.org/] , journali; 


action is needed 

and author 

12.20- 

Bankrolling oil and war - the 

Nick Hildyard and Larry Lohmann, Tl 

12.50 

International Financial 

Cornerhouse 


Institutions, how to oppose 
them and what they’re up to 

[http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/] 

12.50- 

Call to action and campaign 

Rising Tide 

1.00 

ideas 


1.00- 

1.15 

Questions & Discussion 


1.15- 

LUNCH (Videos showing in 


2.15 

main hall) 


2.15- 

Workshop Round 1 


3.30 


Nick Hildyard 


o Campaigning on oil 
developments - lessons 
learnt from Baku- 


Ceyhan campaign 


o Ian Rutledge 


Rising Tide 

o Ideas for local action - 
no new oil, getting active 
locally 


3.30- 

3.45 


BREAK 


3.45 - Workshop Round 2 
5.00 


o new frontiers for 
campaigning on oil and 
war - planning 
campaigns and 
resistance 

Mark Lynas 

o Impacts of climate [http://www.marklynas.org/] 

change 

Larry Lohmann 

o carbon trading and 
world bank - how the 
financial institutions and 
the fossil fuel companies 
are stitching up the 
solutions agenda 

5.00 - Final plenary session and 

6.00 wrap up 

Back to main details page... [/content/oil-warpath] 


Platform 

[http://www.platformlondon.org/oil.htr 
& Rising Tide 
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Oil on the Warpath 
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Oil on the Warpath 
challenging the oil empire 

Saturday 27 March 2004 ioam-6pm 
Friends Meeting House, James St, Sheffield 

LATEST INFO: 

Programme now available HERE... [/content/oil-warpath- 
programme] 

Directions to the venue HERE... 

[http: / / www.sheffieldquakersisnet.co.uk 
/Page_4x.html#TXTOBJ7Dii22EioiD2oFo] 

Phone contact from Friday pm till Sat pm only - 07762 
252932 

Day gathering of speakers, videos, workshops, campaigns 


Throughout the 20th centuiy oil has beaten a bloodstained 



path through the lands of those unfortunate enough to 
possess it. The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are a reminder 
that the rich world's ever growing appetite for energy is set 
to bring more death and destruction, whilst climate 
change, the ultimate weapon of mass destruction wreaks 
havoc worldwide. 

But do things have to be this way? How can we break our 
Petro Addiction and effectively challenge the unholy trinity 
of oil, power and politics? What does a fossil fuel free 
future look like? 

The morning includes presentations on: new oil frontiers; 
oil and Iraq; how the UK finances oil and war; climate 
change overview and impacts; and resistance to oil 
nationally and internationally. 

The afternoon workshops will explore these issues further, 
and plan local campaigns which start to dismantle our 
addiction to oil and thirst for empire. 

There has never been a better time to campaign on oil and 
war 

Brought to you by Rising Tide and Sheffield Stop the War 
Coalition [mailto:sheffield@stopwar.org.uk] 

For further info contact 

Jan Burgess [mailto:editor@roape.org] - 0114 268 6216 
Jo Hamilton - 01865 241 097 
or see website: www.nonewoil.org 
[http://www.nonewoil.org] 

suggested donation £5/ £3 to cover costs 

please book a place in advance as space is limited 
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Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 


Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 
Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 


Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 
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Find us on Facebook.com/risingclimate 
info@risingtide.org.uk 
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